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Central Bearded Dragon (Pogona vitticeps) Burmese Python (Python molarus bivittatus)

African Pygmy Hegehog (Atelerix albiventris) Emperor Scorpion (Pandinus imperator)

African Spurred Tortoise (Geochelone sulcata)

range: Australia

adult length: 18 – 22 inches

adult weight: 10 – 18 ounces

average lifespan: 4 – 10 years

habitat: Semi-arid forest, rocky desert

diet: Insects, plant matter, occasional mouse

reproduction: 11 to 16 eggs laid in shallow nest dug in 

the sand then left unattended. Eggs incubate about 3 

months

did you know? The bearded dragon’s name comes 

from Specialized scales along the throat, neck, and 

head which the lizard will puff out when feeling 

threatened. These spiny throat projections appear 

similar to a human beard.

range: South Asia

adult length: 13 – 20 feet

adult weight: 170 – 200 pounds

average lifespan: 4 – 20 years

habitat: Grassland to “open jungle”

diet: Rabbits, mice, rats, amphibians, lizards, other 

snakes, birds, and other mammals

reproduction: 20 to 100 eggs laid in the early spring. 

Mother pythons won’t eat for the 55 to 75 days it takes  

their eggs to hatch.

did you know? The female python is the only snake that 

can raise its own body temperature. While keeping their 

eggs warm mothers will “tremble” their muscles to 

increase the temperature around the eggs.

range: Central Africa

adult length: 7 – 9 inches

adult weight: 10 – 18 ounces

average lifespan: 2 – 3 years in

the wild; 8 - 10 years in captivity

habitat: Scrub forest, desert

diet: Spiders and insects, plant matter, small vertebrates

reproduction: 5 or 6 young are born live in about 35 

days.

did you know? Hedgehogs are fairly vocal, and commu-

nicate not in a series of grunts and snuffles.

range: West African Coast

adult length: 4 – 6.5 inches

adult weight: .8 – 1.1 ounces

average lifespan: 5 – 8 years

habitat: Burrow in hot, humid rain forest

diet: Insects, other scorpions

reproduction: 7 to 9 month gestation yields up to 35 

live-born young.

did you know? Despite it’s fearsome appearance the 

Emperor Scorpion’s sting is no more venomous than a  

honeybee’s.
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